
Fourth Grade The McRuffy Language Arts Program SE  
 
The McRuffy Fourth Grade Language Arts year---long program is divided into 160 instructional 
units/ lessons covered in the learning goals/ performance objectives below. 
 
 Box 1: Class Description  
This year-long course covers the Fourth grade Reading/Phonics content noted below. Weekly 
certificated contact will be completed through direct personal contact with an HQ/certificated 
teacher in an on-site HC class. At least one state standard will be covered in this course 
 
 Box 2: Learning Materials  
The curriculum: McRuffy Fourth Grade Reading/Phonics, books, supplies, materials, web-sites.  
 
Box 3: Learning Goals/Performance Objectives  
In order to complete 160 lessons Sept-June, the student will average 17 lessons per month (4-5 
lessons per week). The schedule below reflects this pacing. If this is too difficult or too easy, 
adjust as needed. 
 
September 1. Vocabulary Development 2. Nouns and proper nouns 3. Vocabulary review 4. 
Acronyms, Parts of speech 5. Idioms, vocabulary 6. N-V agreement, vocabulary 7. Collective 
nouns, tense, vocabulary 8. Compound subjects, vocabulary 9. Combining sentences, synonyms 
10. Vocabulary, facts and opinions 11. Parts of speech, vocabulary 12. Subject-predicate, 
paragraphs, vocab. 13. Vocabulary, subject-predicate 14. Main idea 15. Vocabulary, meaning 
from context 16. Commas, conjunctions, vocabulary 17. Coordinate adjectives, prepositions  
 
October 18. Punctuate series, vocabulary words 19. Story sequence 20. Outline, vocabulary 21. 
Tense, vocabulary 22. Tense, antonyms, vocabulary 23. Present perfect tense, vocabulary 24. 
Using an index, cause and effect 25. Vocabulary, making inferences 26. Sentence types, 
vocabulary 27. Sentence types, vocabulary 28. Paragraph, vocabulary 29. Synonyms, cause and 
effect 30. Vocabulary, parts of speech, helping verbs 31. Subjective and objective pronouns, 
vocabulary 32. Compound subject pronouns, punctuate dialog, vocabulary 33. Vocabulary, 
synonyms and antonyms 34. Capitalize proper nouns, write addresses  
 
November 35. Capitalize personal titles, compound sentences, vocabulary 36-40 Review and 
Test 1 41. Homophones, helping and main verbs, vocabulary 42. Verbs, contractions with verbs, 
vocabulary 43. Semi-colons, vocabulary 44. Conjunctive adverbs 45. Vocabulary, fact and 
opinion 46. Irregular verbs, vocabulary 47. Irregular verbs, confusing verbs, vocabulary 48. 
Gerunds, vocabulary 49. Synonyms and antonyms, editing 50. Vocabulary, subject-predicate, 
conjunctive adverbs 51. Antecedents, vocabulary 52. Antecedents, pronouns, compound 
subjects, vocabulary  
 
December 53. Vocabulary 54. Parts of speech, homophones 55. Vocabulary, main idea 56. 
Prepositional phrases, vocabulary 57. Prepositions, write questions, vocabulary 58. Prepositional 
phrases, vocabulary 59. Capitalizing personal titles, analogies 60. Vocabulary, finding details 61. 
Idioms, vocabulary 62. Similes and metaphors, easily confused words, vocabulary 63. Greek and 
Latin roots, vocabulary  



 
January 64. Fact and opinion, homophones 65. Irregular nouns, vocabulary, sentence types 66. 
Parts of speech, vocabulary 67. Synonyms and antonyms, adding details, vocabulary 68. 
Possesive nouns, vocabulary 69. Possesive nouns, conjunctive adverbs 70. Main idea, vocabulary 
71. Possessives - two subjects, vocabulary 72. Tense, inferences, vocabulary 73. Perfect tense, 
vocabulary 74. Using context, subjects and predicates 75. Order of events, vocabulary 76-80 
Review and Test 2 81. Subjects and objects, vocabulary  
 
February 82. Compound subjects, capitalization, vocabulary 83. Compound sentences, 
vocabulary 84. Homographs, adding adjectives 85. Written directions, vocabulary 86. Noun-verb 
agreement, vocabulary 87. Antecedents, Greek and Latin roots, vocabulary 88. Greek and Latin 
roots, vocabulary 89. Cause and effect, subject and predicates 90. Timelines, parts of speech, 
vocabulary 91. Appositives, vocabulary 92. Appositives, analogies, vocabulary 93. Apostrophes, 
vocabulary 94. Sentences with similar meanings, sentence types 95. Fact and opinion, 
vocabulary 96. Participles, vocabulary 97. Participles, synonyms, vocabulary 98. Perfect tense, 
vocabulary 99. Sentence diagramming  
 
March 100. Main idea, vocabulary 101. Participle phrases, vocabulary 102. Participle phrases, 
parts of speech, vocabulary 103. Denotative and connotative meanings, vocabulary 104. Using 
commas, identifying categories 105. Drawing conclusions, vocabulary 106. Parts of speech, 
modifiers, vocabulary 107. Modifying nouns, be verbs 108. Prepositional phrases, vocabulary 
109. Punctuating dialog, analogies 110. Writing dialog, vocabulary 111. Sentence fragments, 
vocabulary, reading comprehension 112. Sentence fragments, Greek and Latin roots, vocabulary 
113. Prefixes, suffixes, roots, vocabulary 114. Parts of speech, using context 115. Drawing 
conclusions, vocabulary 116-120 Review and Test 3  
 
April 121. Comparisons, vocabulary 122 Pronouns, comparisons, punctuation, vocabulary 123. 
Compound subjects, vocabulary 124. Homographs, analogies 125. Finding details, vocabulary 
126. Double negatives, vocabulary 127. Double negatives, comparisons, vocabulary 128. Parts of 
speech, vocabulary 129. Similes and metaphors, problem words 130. Following directions, 
vocabulary 131. Prepositional phrases, vocabulary 132. Parts of speech, context clues, 
vocabulary 133. Capitalizing book titles, vocabulary 134. Tense and number, sentence types 135. 
Main idea, vocabulary 136. Comparisons, vocabulary 137. Irregular comparisons, antecedents, 
vocabulary  
 
May 138. Double negatives, vocabulary 139. Prepositional phrases, analogies 140. Story 
sequence, vocabulary 141. Sentence fragments, vocabulary 142. Drawing conclusions, 
apostrophes, vocabulary 143. Subjective and objective pronouns, vocabulary 144. Noun and verb 
agreement, parts of speech 145. Topic sentences, vocabulary 146. Denotative and connotative 
meanings, vocabulary 147. Modifying nouns, rephrasing sentences, vocabulary 148. Double 
negatives, vocabulary 149. Using commas, analogies 150. Reading descriptions, vocabulary 151. 
Participles, vocabulary 152. Participle phrases, sentence types, vocabulary 153. Subjective and 
objective pronouns, vocabulary  
 
June 154. Facts and opinions, conjunctive adverbs 155. Timeline, parts of speech, vocabulary 
156-160 Review and Test 4 
 
 



 
Box 4 Learning Activities.  
The first four days of the week the student will complete a lesson from the curriculum 
mentioned above. The lesson will be taught to them, samples will be worked on the whiteboard 
or pencil & paper to make sure the student comprehends, and the student will then 
independently work through a daily assignment to make sure they understand and show the 
ability to complete the learning of the day. Any errors will be corrected. The fifth day of each 
week the student will learn to read by reading and being read to. This will include books from 
the list of books in the Learning Materials section above.  
 
(Make additions or deletions as you see fit.)  
 
Box 5: Progress Criteria, Methods of Evaluation  
Tell how you will decide if the student is mastering the learning goals you listed in the learning 
goals section above. Please copy the sentences in red. Delete any evaluation activities your 
child does not do.  
 
Student monthly progress evaluation is made on the basis of weekly certificated contact, work 
samples, communications with students, communications with parents, and performance in 
onsite classes. It is electronically communicated to parents via WINGS. It is our goal that the 
student will accomplish approximately 10% of the goals of this course each month, September 
through June. The level of mastery expected is 70% or higher to progress. Methods of 
evaluation will include but are not limited to those below, under the direction of an HQ 
teacher: * observation and/or correction of daily and/or weekly work and progress * daily or 
weekly discussion of assignments, readings, writings * correction of work done incorrectly * 
portfolio kept of student work, at least weekly *standardized testing (iReady, state 
assessments, Iowa Tests, etc.)  
NOTE: Evaluation of progress items noted above with an *, should be changed and adjusted to 
fit the specific age of the child, course being taken, etc. (Make additions or deletions as you see 
fit, to asterisks.)  
 
Box 6: Weekly Hours  
Please estimate the number of hours your student will work on this course each week. 
 


